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Watershed Update: October 21, 2023

Brian Houle <Brian.Houle@domtar.com> 21 October 2025 at 08:17
To: Brian Houle <Brian.Houle@domtar.com>

Good morning,

Wet weather is now well established, weather forecast showing rain every day for coming 2 weeks.

Last week, the gates were fully opened at the weir, moving to off control on Wednesday, a form of pulse flow.

With many large salmon congregating in Cowichan Bay and lower river, higher river flows can signal them to leave the ocean where predators are
more common and to move up river where there are less predators.

Going off control resulted in river flow from lake rising from controlled 7 cms to 9.5 cms leaving the lake and in Duncan, flow went from 10 to 16 cms.
With the rainfall that arrived, the weir continues to be off control and over previous day lake level has risen to just above the rule curve lake level.

In this condition and with so much rainfall predicted, the weir will remain off control and in coming days will be winterized for the season.

It was very fortunate to have had what the meteorologist called an “a-typical” weather system in August that bumped up the lake level.

As you can see in the trend of lake level, lake level dropped to as low as it can go before pumps would be needed, and then enough rain arrived to
prevent needing to use pumps.

If the August weather system (first such event in my 15 years of wishing for it) had not arrived this summer, pumping would have been required late in
September.

This will be the last weekly update for the weir as | will revert to monthly updates moving through the wet season.

Regards,

Brian



Lake Level (M GSC - Geodetic Survey of Canada)

160.75 T T T T T T T N I I I I T T T T T T T T T e
2 8 I 8 2 5 2 B ¢ B T & T BB Z B Z & 2 5 = &8 = &
§ § 8 ¥ % ¥ & & § § 3 3 33 3 3 % 8 383 3 3 & 3
w7025 Lake Level M GSC ——-— 2023 Lake Level M GSC —— CREST of Weir —— 7.08 CMS Zero Storage —— 4.5 CMS Zero Storage Rule Curve
=== 2024 Lake Level M GSC ___ Average Annual Peak Lake
Level
2025 Cowichan River Flow - 2025 (Black) & 2024 (Blue) & 2023 (Green)
200+ —162.5
. 160 L6215 &
E } ]
o a8
5 m
o m
& \ 2
;E A n o
] Iy =
c 120 il P 1618 =
' R ) 2
£ i i iy
= vy
E P g
- i -161.45
= I
] o
L} 2
u a2
g 2
2 g
—161.1 =
0 I AR | T T T LR AN AR AR A AN AR AR LR RS AR A | T T T T 160.75
€ g 5 2 5 28 28 T& IR QESHE SR8 F R
F 3 >
§ § 3 % 5§ § ¥ ® 5§55 533§ 3 8 §338 33 §&8¢8
= 7025 River Flow (ems) === 2023River Flow (ems) Elevation of Gates (When = Minimum Flows (ems) = Gate Elevation M GSC

2025 Cowichan Lake Level - 2025 (Black) & 2024 (Blue) & 2023 (Green)

164.25—

163.55

162.85—

162.15—

161.45+

=== 2024 River Flow (cms) closed)sameas weir elevation



Lake Cowichan ¢

Lake Level (M GSC - Geodetic Survey of Canada)

162.6 —

162.4 —

162.2

162+

161.8

161.6

161.4—

2025 Cowichan Lake Level and River Flow Guidance Chart - Below Average snow pack
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Weir
Not Operjtional
Priorto Mirch 3

Wed 22 14°/9° z PM Rain
Thu23  13°/9° i, Rain

Fri 24 1e/6° i, Rain

Sat 25 9°/4° i, Rain

Sun26  9°/3° ,.‘ Showers
Mon 27  9°f2° ,.‘ Showers
Tue 28 9°/4° ,.‘ Showers
Wed 29 11°/5° -'.; Showers
Thu30  11°/5° -'.; Showers
Fri 31 12°/6° -'.; Showers
Sat 01 11°/6° ,.‘ Showers
Sun 02 13°/6° ,.‘ Showers
Mon 03  12°/5° ,.‘ Showers
Tue 04  12°/5° +, Showers

Pumping Required to maintain 4.5 m*/s
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