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Good morning,

Wet weather is now well established, weather forecast showing rain every day for coming 2 weeks.

Last week, the gates were fully opened at the weir, moving to off control on Wednesday, a form of pulse flow.

With many large salmon congregating in Cowichan Bay and lower river, higher river flows can signal them to leave the ocean where predators are
more common and to move up river where there are less predators.

Going off control resulted in river flow from lake rising from controlled 7 cms to 9.5 cms leaving the lake and in Duncan, flow went from 10 to 16 cms.

With the rainfall that arrived, the weir continues to be off control and over previous day lake level has risen to just above the rule curve lake level.

In this condition and with so much rainfall predicted, the weir will remain off control and in coming days will be winterized for the season.

It was very fortunate to have had what the meteorologist called an “a-typical” weather system in August that bumped up the lake level.

As you can see in the trend of lake level, lake level dropped to as low as it can go before pumps would be needed, and then enough rain arrived to
prevent needing to use pumps.

If the August weather system (first such event in my 15 years of wishing for it) had not arrived this summer, pumping would have been required late in
September.

This will be the last weekly update for the weir as I will revert to monthly updates moving through the wet season.

Regards,

Brian






