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Houle, Brian (Crofton)

From: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Sent: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 4:55 PM
To: Houle, Brian (Crofton)
Subject: Cowichan Watershed Update: Sept 19, 2023

Good a ernoon, 
 
The clouds are hanging around but not dropping much rain inside the Cowichan Lake watershed as lake level con nues on down. 
Very op mis c that the coming 14 days can bring enough rain to at least slow down the lake decline. 
In order to sustain the target 4.5 cms river flow, tomorrow (Wednesday) 3 more pumps to be installed into the lake. 
 
As the lake level con nues downward, please alert any boaters on Cowichan Lake that there could be new hazards to naviga on appearing as lake level 
con nues down. 
A contractor has installed markers on the many hazards that were known, and this year there were more hazards found and marked. 
The authoriza on for pumping had limita ons of maximum 49 days and a minimum low lake level and those thresholds are not expected un l end of October, 
leaving enough me for rain to arrive and prevent us reaching those limits for pumping. 
 
The lake level is dropping to levels it has never before been lowered to, as we have exceeded the drop in lake level that we experienced in 2019. 
A qualified professional biologist is assessing condi ons around the lake and observing pumping opera ons to ensure biological values are protected throughout 
the pumping opera on. 
A new higher dam would have prevented the condi ons we are now experiencing, given the rainfall in April, that we could not store with current dam. 
 
Regards, 
Brian Houle 
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Brian Houle – Catalyst Crofton 
A Paper Excellence Company 
Manager, Environment 
Cell: 250-715-8718 
www.paperexcellence.com 
 


