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Why Outreach? 

1. Laws work best 

when people 

believe in them; 

enforcement is 

too expensive. 

E.g.  Water Conservation 
Bylaw Officers vs Water 
Woman



Why Outreach? 

2. A successful WSP will 
need local people to 
understand the need, trust 
the solution, and create a 
culture of compliance. 

E.g. Groundwater licensing



Why Outreach? 

3. “Nobody wants to 

join the army of the 

glum.” (Bob Gibson)  

E.g.  Mr. Floatie



Build awareness, trust 
and confidence in the 
scientists and 
knowledge-keepers 
whose work will 
underlie the Koksilah 
WSP and other 
watershed solutions.

i.e. meeting the caring, competent 
team behind the plan. 

Goal: 



1) Conduct interviews in the field. 
2) Bring in the Big Dancing Fish. 
3) Post images and video.
4) Tag you’re it!

Method: 



Roving Reporter Interviews (partial list)
• Tom Rutherford- Cowichan Watershed Board
• Genevieve Singleton-Nature interpreter, with Dave Polster-

Polster Environmental Services 
• Elodie Roger-Origins Environmental Services 
• Cheri Ayers- Twinned Watersheds Project 
• Chief Thomas- Halalt Nation 
• Q’utxu-lenuhw -Tim Kulchyski- Cowichan Tribes 
• Wayne Paige Jr- Cowichan Tribes
• Gina Hoar & Adam Dewar - Somenos Marsh Wildlife Society
• Qwustenuxun (Jared Williams)- Cowichan Tribes 
• Heather Pritchard- Twinned Watersheds Project, with Brad 

Sylvester and Adam Nicholas, Khowutzun Forest Services 
• Madeline Southern- Cowichan Estuary Nature Centre
• Rick Bryan- Recreational Canoeing Association of BC



Click below for a sample of interviews. 



◦ She is worried for her 

future, but encouraged by 

all the people working to 

help protect her future.

◦ She does a happy 

dance when she 

feels better 

about that!

◦ This is Stth’aqwi’ a 

Cowichan Chinook 

salmon. 





3 Social Media Tools to Reach New Audiences. 

INSTAGRAM. TIK TOK. FACEBOOK.



Instagram @cowichan_watershed_board
#bigdancingfish



Facebook @BigDancingFish



Press play for the salmon dance! 

Tik Tok
@BigDancingFish
#BigDancingFish

#TwinnedWatersheds



Other
Cowichan Valley Voice
-12,000 copies 
distributed; -2,249 
unique visitors a month 
to issuu

Hub News
- 500 email subscribers

Canadian Fresh Water 
Alliance Blog
-2,723 Facebook 
followers

Postcards and posters

Ad in The Citizen and 
Chemainus Courier.



Coming up… 



Huy tseep q’u.  Questions?  Ideas? 
With thanks to the photographers - Chloe Mitchell, Barry Hetschko, Eric Marshall, Gord Iversen, 

Chris Thompson - and to Roving River Reporter, Nora Livingstone. 


