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 2020 was a wet and cool year and the higher (ideal) 
river flow rates were sustained all year. 

 In contrast, 2019 was driest year for weir 
operations with 3 weeks of pumping lake into 
negative storage. 2019 was the most difficult year 
for weir operations due to dry summer weather and 
half of normal winter snow pack as winter ended. 

 2016 was the second most difficult year and 
showed the same lake level as 2020 in spring – 
2016 was very dry summer resulting in threat of 
running out of water while 2020 was wet and of no 
threat to running out of water 
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Cowichan Lake Level & guidance for reduced flow 
Dots = min level threshold, if lake below dot, reduce river flow 

Lake level Lower flow if level < 
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 2020 was excellent water year for the Cowichan 
 Wet and cool weather during April and rest of 

summer kept lake level high throughout the dry 
season 

 With mostly dry summers predicted (an impact of 
climate change), added storage of water in 
Cowichan Lake is needed to ensure sustained 
flows in Cowichan River until return of fall rains 

 When faced with dry summer weather, new draft 
flow guidance model can help guide weir 
operations. River flow reductions are key actions 
to be taken when faced with water supply 
shortages. 
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