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2020 Lake level trend
Lake currently holding at 88% full (Friday)

2020 Cowichan Lake Level - 2020 (Black) & 2019 (Blue) & 2016 (Green)
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With river flow holding at seasonal 25
cms - Begin ramp to 15 cms on May |

2020 Cowichan River Flow - 2020 (Black) & 2019 (Blue) & 2016 (Green)

River Flow at Lake Cowichan in m3fsec or cms

2004 —162.5
160— —162.15
120— —1618
80— ~161.45
I\
ol
L
]
40 r' .f"\_.rj —161.1
I
~t
0=y T T T T RS AAAAN MARAS LML RARAS LAARY RAREY LERRS RERRN RARAN RLARE| T T T T e 160.75
¢ B T & 2 B T &8 T A 2 B &0 B 2 K =T BE - B 2 8 2 8
£ § 2 2 3 5 ¢ 2 §F 335533 5 % 8§ 8% 33 3 3 8 §%
= 2020 River Flow(cms) —--— 2018 River Flow(cms) Elevation of Gates (When —— Minimum Flows {cms) Gate Elevation M GSC

=== 2019River Flow(cms)

closed) sameas weir elevation

{1191 Jo Jsa19=paso)d saiel ) 2SO W uoneadl3 a)eo Bry

.
NN

N



2020 snow pack, more snow at
Heather Mountain Pillow than 2019

Automated Snow Weather Station Graph Plot created: April 24, 2020 04:06
SW.Daily@3B24P - Heather Mountain Upper Latitude: 48.943875 Longitude: -124.452113 Elevation: 1190 (m)
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Jump Creek snow pack is similar to
Heather Mtn - more snow & melting

Automated Snow Weather Station Graph Plot created: April 24, 2020 04:06
SW.Daily@3B23P - Jump Creek Latitude: 48.969505 Longitude: -124.276182 Elevation: 1160 (m)
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Long range weather forecast
(Farmers Almanac) showing more
precipitation than normal for
May/June/july/Aug

TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION NOVEMBER 2019 TO OCTOBER 2020
NOV. DEC. JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT.
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Weather this past weekend was
expected to be wet
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Weather into May still showing rain
but expect minimal rainfall in lake

14 Days
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In Closing

With Water Manager approval in hand, Catalyst was
able to begin weir operations on March 18, 2020.

DFO and other fisheries guidance instructs Catalyst
to hold a flow of 25 cms until May 1.

Beginning May 1, release flow from lake will be
adjusted (2 cms/day) down to 15 cms and held
there until June 15.

Beginning June 15, the release flow to be adjusted
down to 7 cms and held until return of fall rains

In preparation for inadequate water supply, a
Request for Review was submitted to DFO. DFO has
now defined the project to qualify for a “Fisheries
Act Authorization” which will be applied for to be
authorized to reduce flows if required.
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Thank you - Any questions?
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New model being developed to help -
guide Weir operations during
drought & low snow pack conditions

Cowichan Lake - Flow Management Guide Zones - Below Average Snow

162.6
Notes
1 - Below El. 161.77, lake level is too low to maintain flows at 20 m3/s.
2 - Flow releases shall be actively managed to maintain lake levels at or below rule curve.
3 - Reduce flow to 25 m3/s with approval of Comptroller of Water Rights
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