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ENVIRONMENT

Here's Why Talking About Climate Change Might
Be The Most Important Thing You Can Do

DERMOT COLE, ARCTIC TODAY 18 SEP 2012

Katharine Hayhoe often encounters people in the US and Canada who still
regard climate change as an issue best left for the distant future.







an truth

A GLOBAL

"It doesn't matter whether you're a Republican or Democrat,
iberal or conservative... your mind willbe changedin a nanosecond.”

Roger Friedman, FOXNEWS com
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TIMES 8:COLONIST

Island glaciers will disappear in 25 years, scientist says

Sandra McCulloch / Times Colonist

May 22, 2014 06:00 AM
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Requires accepting our own responsibility for the
problem

Requires concrete action now to prevent
abstract, future, incremental change

Climate v. Weather

Barriers to
Confirmation bias

Communication

Optimism bias

Media seeks dramatic tension overstates division
on science




Guilt™

Dire future scenarios™

What Doesn’t Just the facts*

Work

Calling it an environmental issue

Leading with sacrifice
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North Korea, where its
Earth Hour every hour




Stories

Shared experiences

Shared values

Examples that are here and now

W h at DoeS Avoiding losing something of value

\NO rk Drawing from sources that your audience trusts

Humour

Voices of youth

Positive vision for the future

Gains that are outside the realm of climate change
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Personal experiences

Building a

Values
Message

Facts, arguments, proposals
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How does _ What / whom What hats do What makes
climate change do you love? you wear? you angry?

make vou feel

POINTS OF CONNECTION
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Who are your What are your What values will What and who
people, your special places? you stand up INspires you?
communities?” for?




ASK open-ended, genuinely curious,
non-judgmental questions.

LISTEN to what people say and deepen
your understanding with follow-up
questions.

REFLECT back their point of view by
summarizing their answers and noting
underlying emotions.

AGREE before challenging them by
pointing out your areas of common ground.

SHARE your thinking by telling a story
about a personal experience.



A CLIMATE SCIENTIST’S ELEVATOR PITCH

[ WOULDN'T STAKT WITH SCIENCE.
START WITH VALUES.

SAY WHAT YOU CARE ABOUT.

FIND COMMON GROUND WITH THE
PERSON YOU ARE TALKING TO.

THEN, THE SCIENCE MESSAGE

GOES LIKE THIS: IT’S REAL.
IT’S US. IT'S BAD. BUT THERE

ARE ALL KINDS OF SOLUTIONS. | V KATHARIN[ HA7H[]{|

AN EXAMPLE: I CARE ABOUT TEXAS.* WE DON'T HAVE A FUTURE WITHOUT WATER. CLIMATE
CHANGE WILL MAKE WATER MORE SCARCE HERE.*™ WE KNOW CLIMATE IS CHANGING AND HUMANS
ARE RESPONSIBLE.*** BUT HERE ARE ALL THE GREAT THINGS WE'RE ALREADY DOING (6N EXAMFLESH]
AND WE CAN DO MORE IN TEXAS TO BENEFIT OURSELVES AND GIVE OURSELVES A MORE SECURE
FUTURE.****

*START WITH VALUCS AND A FERSONAL CONNECTION **GIVE THE LOCAL CONTEXT ***TALK SCIENCC IN FLAIN TERHS ****TALK ABOUT LOCAL SOLUTIONS AND BENETITS.
AND SANDWICH THE WHOLE THING IN VALUES! SEL THE ORIGINAL VIDEO AT CLIMATECROCKS.COM




Responding to

Common Concerns

We will lose good jobs

We can’t afford to take action

There’s no point changing if big
polluters like China and India aren’t

It’s too late already, so why bother



We will lose good jobs



“Green energy sector jobs surpass total oll
sands employment”

-Globe and Mail, May 12, 2018



Over the last five years, U.S.
solar energy jobs have grown

faster than the overall economy.



——
P M

P

“Solar mstaller"

a.

IS forecast to be ma

t
\

category in the U.S.
-~ through 2026, and

Colorado Highlands Wind Farm,
Fleming, Colorado




Business - Analysis

Job Killer or job creator? Experts predict a climate
employment boom: Don Pittis

f in RN DR - -

Fears that fighting climate change will create unemployment appear unfounded
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We can’t afford to take action



Technology & Science

Fighting climate change may be cheaper and more
beneficial than we think
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“Today more than two-thirds of the
global population lives in countries
where solar and wind are the cheapest
sources of new bulk generation.”

Bloomberg New Energy Finance
New Energy Outlook 2019
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Global Energy
Subsidies

$143 Billion

Sources: International Energy Agency, Renewables
International Monetary Fund

Fossil Fuels




Mark Carney

Governor, Bank of England
October 2014

“The vast majority of
[carbon] reserves are



BC will provide $5,350,000,000
In subsidies to LNG Canada

-Government of B.C.



There’s no point changing if big polluters
like China and India aren’t



New Electricity Capacity in China, 2018

9370 of new
cApPacity was
[rom solar
and wind.

Data: China Ensrgy Portal



New Electricity Capacity in India, 2018
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New Electricity Capacity in Europe, 2018
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It’s already too late,
so why bother



PRESIDENTA 2014-




President Bachelet: “It's up to us
to make sure Chile 1s better
prepared for the effects of
climate change”
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Installed Capacity (GW)
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“Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed it
is the only thing that ever
has.”

-Margaret Mead




willcolehamilton@gmail.com

* sightline.org

 davidsuzuki.org/climate-conversation-coach/
 katharinehayhoe.com/wp2016/

* cbc.ca/news/technology/climate-change-mitigation-co-benefits-1.5205552
* cbc.ca/news/business/employment-climate-economy-1.5384311

* thenarwhal.ca/Ing-canada-project-called-a-tax-giveaway-as-b-c-approves-
massive-subsidies/

* theglobeandmail.com/report-on-business/industry-news/energy-and-
resources/green-energy-sector-jobs-surpass-oil-sand-employment-
total/article21859169/

 ft.com/content/f175ba48-d96e-11e7-a039-c64b1c09b482 (re Chile)



