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My place in Cowichan

Ground Water




My place in Cowichan
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My place in Cowichan

Oliver, 1yr old at harvest




My place in Cowichan
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My place in Cowichan
1

its not that easy
being Green..




The Water Story
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The Water Story

70%0 of
earth is
covered In
water,

,'\\

and yet... (=
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Earth From Space - Apollo 17
NASA Langley Research Center 12/711972 Image # EL-1996-00155




The Water Story

- Total Water Supply

Total Water
1.4 billion km?

\

97.5%

Salt Water
2.5 % o

Fresh Water
35 million km3
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The Water Story

- Fresh Water Supply

Total Fresh Water

35 millionrkm?

30.8%

_ 68.9% -Ground Water
‘Glaciers ‘Permafrost
‘Permanent Show ‘Wetlands — .
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The Water Story

- Water Shortages

Water use
growing at more
than twice
population rate
increase
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The Water Story

- Water Cycle




The Water Story

Earth's
Water
originally
came
from
space. &
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The Water Story

Would
you drink
Dinosaur
pee?



The Water Story

The earth
purifies
our water.

Or tries — =
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The Water Story

How far

does your
well water

travel?




What is the problem?

ove r 1 - 4 Major irrigation Well contaminated
billion people i —
live where e R
use of water | |
exceeds L
minimum S e R
recharge i "

Intrusion Interface /

levels =\




What is the problem?




IS the problem?

te Change
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What is the problem?

- Dry summers

»Salmon can’t get up
river in fall.

»Ground water
depletion

B L bkt ) e - Beaches and
swimming holes
close as pollutionis)
concentratec
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Photo: Parker Jefferson

BEACH CLOSEL

THE WATER TEMPORARLY DOES NOT
MEET CURRENT HEALTH AND SAFETY | 88 |
STANDARDS FOR HUMAN CONTACT OR | S

FISHING. Pl feg




What is the problem?

- Water Quality

Bad News Good News

Shellfish harvest closed since 1973 Stewardship Roundtable - cares and
mobilized people addressing problems

Koksilah and Cowichan Bay Stoltz Bluff project a major success
tributaries - fecal coliform

Major aquifer at risk Cowichan River Aquifer in good shape
—_
Duncan has some of the best water in —~
Canada.
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The low
period for
ground
water
recharge is
when
water
demand is
greatest
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Wh Conserve?

same is
true for
surface
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Why Conserve?

- Ecological Benefits
> Help preserve our aquifer

> Supports critical summer
river flows

- » More water for fish
. biodiversity

> More water for dilution of2’

pollution \




Why Conserve?

- Economic Benefits

> Infrastructure savings -
pumping, piping, treatment,
disposal

»>Saving energy costs

g

> Recreation and Tourism
TS\

\ =)

=N




Why Conserve?

- Barriers Lack of Knowledge

> People disconnected
to where their water
comes from

» Cheap water breeds
disrespect

> Unclear billing — users = i+  « §
don’t see link between . BN
wasting water and
wasting money

» Lack of meteri




How do we get there?

- The Challenge

Let’s

Conserve |
Water
d.‘

Can we meet or beat Ladysmith’s
246 L/person/day —
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for domestic water us =\




How do we get there?

- Collaboration

The CWB is
built on
partnerships.



How do we get there?

- Collaboration

Cowichan Stewardship Roundtable - a monthly forum where
many groups gather to work together toward watershed health.

- Cowichan Estuary

- Somenos Marsh

- Quamichan Stewards

-  Cowichan Lake and River
Stewards

- Cowichan Community Land Trust

- Cowichan Valley Naturalists

-  Cowichan Watershed Board

- Cowichan Tribes

- One Cowichan

BC Conservation Foundation

BC Wildlife Federation

Island Health

local municipalities

Catalyst and other industry

partners

DFO

BC Ministries of Agriculture, —=_\
Environment, Health and =)
Transportation




How do we get there?

Water Pricing (purchasing power parity)

Germany

Belglum

Higher
water prices

France
Netherlands
United Kingdom
Finland

Italy

Sweden

Lower
water use -.

\=)/

Canada
100 150 200 250 300 350 \

Water Consumption (litres per day per person)

Ireland
Spain

United States




How do we get there?

- Work with water purveyors

Water pricing and
billing practices are
effective tools for
water conservation.




How do we get there?

- Work with water purveyors

15-70% of
muhnicipal
water use
is wasted =
through e
leaks

S\




How do we get there?

- Support water users




How do we get there?

- Gather information and report back

Water Knowledge - Source

Total surveyed
n=>532

B Yes
m No

Some areas within the watershed knew more than T\
others but overall more than half of water users do

not know where their water comes from. — \




How do we get there?

- Follow the Leader!




How did we get here?
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How do we get there?

TOGETHERWECAN

OVERCOME ourwarer
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Thank you




Are You In?
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