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Aerial view of Lake Cowichan Weir



Lake level projection to fall shows
inadequate inventory to sustain 7 cms



Release of water from lake being
controlled to license minimum 7.08 cms



Heather Mountain snow pillow
2018 showing similar conditions as 2017 – except the
earlier warmer weather and snow pack melting sooner



Jump Creek snow pillow showing similar
situation as Heather Mtn: 2018 was similar
to 2017 except for earlier warmer weather



Weather Forecast for coming week does not
indicate much rainfall but does include rain
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Projections
based on
2017
summer
weather
(more
rainfall)
equates to –
if at 4.5 cms
it is not
likely that
pumping will
be needed



2018 Conditions review – plan foward

Boat Lock put into operation on March 21 with
storage beginning prior to April 1.
Off control early April when rainfall refilled lake
On control again on May 1 and after May (driest
May on record) and early warm weather, lake has
dropped to now alarm low levels.
With lake at 64% full, not have enough water to
sustain 7 cms through to end of dry season
Begin discussion for lower release flows from Lake
Cowichan – 4.5 cms will allow sustained river flow
for added 24 days: “last day of 4.5 cms / all gates
100% open” from August 31 to September 24.


