COWICHAN WATERSHED BOARD

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE




Reports

Campaigns Comparative Automation Landing Pages

Overview Revenue
All Lists Qpen rate Click rate
" Industry avg. open rate
0%

Jan 29 2018 agenda 149 35.6%
Regullar - Cowichan Watershed Board Subscribers Opens
Sent on Fri, Jan 26, 2018 6:37 pm 17.4%

Clicks
Speakers Series Jan 2018 344 38.2%
Regullar - Cowichan Watershed Board Subscribers DOpens
Sent on Tue, Jan 23, 2018 9:16 am 2.1%

Clicks
Jan 2018 ENews 351 51.0%
Regullar + Cowichan Watershed Board Subscribers Opens

Sent on Tue, Jan 16, 2018 10:36 am 10.4%
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What’s up in the Cowichan watershed?

DY JLL THOMPSON

Witer can be a surprisingly
dry topic, but rarcly is that the
case at the monthly meetings
of the Cowichan Watershed
Roard where ed represen-
tatives of Cowichan Tribes and
Cowichan Valley Regional Dis-
trict, together with other board
members, seek collaborative
solutions Lo waler issacs.

The Nov. 27 mecting was
chaired by Cowichan Tribes
Chicl William Scymour. Hlere
are some of the highlights

Low summer flows in the Co.
wichan River are a top-prior-
ity for the Watershed Board.
Kate Miller, CVRD manager
of Enviroamental Services cx

plained the current Cowichan
Water Use Plan process and

took questions from the board
and audience. This builds on

V2% CVRD

NOTICE OF INTENT TO AMEND ZONING BYLAWS

ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 4059

APPLICABLE TO ELECTORAL AREA F - COWICHAN LAKE SOUTH/SKUTZ FALLS
ZONING AMENDMENT BYLAW NO. 4060

APPLICABLE TO ELECTORAL AREA | - YOUBOU/MEADE CREEK

Notice Is hereby given that the CVRD Board will consider reading a third time
and adopting the above noted Amendment Bylaws at the regular Board meeting
of December 13, 2017.

CITIZEN

Wator quality sampling can toll us a let absut our waterways. WuIEDIVOADND

decades of study and debate about
how to address negative impacts on
fish and wildlife, water quality, the
Crofton mill, recreation and more.

A paublic advisory group and
several technical committees are
working with Compass Resource
Group 1o answer the key question:
How much water is needed at what
times of year and what available
options are best suited Lo main
tain a healthy lake and river in the
face of a changing climute? This
information will feed into 2 Water
Use Plan scheduled for completion
by May

On the topic of shared “control™
or decision-making for watersheds,
Rosie Semms from the POLIS Proj
ect on Watershed Governance
(U Vic) presented ideas from their

new report, Coflaborative Consent
and British Columbia’s Fresh Water
Towards Watershed Co-Governance,
published with the Centre for In
digenous Environmental Resources

This is 1 new approach to address
overlapping legal authority for re-
sources (like water). It is defined as
“an ongoing process of committed

2 between Indig

and non-Indigenous governments
to secure mutual consent on pro
posed pathways forward ™

For communities like ours, the
model shows how unresolved views
of titke and authority do not have to
be barriers to collaboration on wa-
tershed stewardship. The Cowichan
Watershed Board was referenced in
the report as an organization that
is afready demonstrating some <l
ements of collaborative conseat in

action

Rapid.-fire working group updites
rounded out the meeting, highlight-
ing the excellent work being done by
many organizations to protect the
watershed. Cheni Ayers spoke of a
Cowichan Tribes project to address
Cowichan Estuary restorution and
Tom Rutherford highlighted water
quality testing by volunteers with
the CWBs Water Quality working
group to identify sources of pol-
lution

Mectings arc the last Monday of
cvery month in the CVRD Board-
room at 9:15 am. All are wekcome
Learn more at cowichanwatershed
board.ca

Excellent coverage in The Citizen including

monthly “What’s up” column to report out on

Board meeting news; Speaker Series

~

notices; sponsorships on ads; Rainwater

Harvester profile series, Water Conservation

L/

Editorials, etc.
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Shine a bit of light during thes

L™
N, David
Suzuki

e Scence Matters

Before he died on Now. 7, 2016, the great
poct Leonard Coben offered a moving.
prophbetic waming in his final album’s
tthe song: “ You want it darker/We kill the
flame.” As we near the Northern hems
sphere’s longest night of the
ke 3 monumental challenge to keep the
flickering flame (rom being extinguished

In the US., human rights, eavironmental
protections and social services are being
snuffed out by executive order, Angry
rhetoric from an administration that
appears 10 thrive on division is fuelling
racial tensions. As drought-fuclled fires
rage. storms become more intense and
unpredictable, and flooding devastates
communitics, and as much of the world

I seems

plans how 10 meet commitments under the
Paris Agreement, the fossil fuel industry
and its government sycophants continue
to destroy ecosystems in their race 1o ex-
ploit every bit of chmatc-altering product
they can before shrinking markets halt
their rampage.

Even governments that say they're com-
mitted to tackling climate change continue
to promote pipelines, fracking and other
fossil fuel projects and infrastructure. We
abso lace the spectacie of two mad nucle
ar-armed heads of state trading childish
insults, inching us closer 1o catastrophic
confrontation

Another great poet, William Butler Yeats
wrote presciently in 1919: “The blood-
dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere/
The ceremony of innocence is drownsed/The
best lack all conviction, while the worst/
Are full of passsonate intensity.”

It’s not really true that the “best lack all
conviction.™ But as the days get darker, it
sometimes fecks overwhelming. hopeless

We must keep the flame buming

onan
Watershed Board

Thanks for Every Drop!
As 2017 draws to a close, Cowichan Wasershed Board would like 1o thank all the
Jocal stewurdship organizations, as well as funders, supporters and volunieers for
collaboratively “working like a watershed

From planning work 10 address low summer water levels in Cowichan Lake, 10
stopping sill eroding into salmon habitat at Stoltz Bluff, o moniloring microns
of pollutants enscring Cowichan Bay, to building a culture of conservation
throughout, .. thank you for every drop of your stewardship, from source 1o sea!
Baard Mesbers Cowshan Tribos Chief William (Chip) Seymomr, CVRD Chiasr Jom Lefeburs, Tims
Kakbydi, Diebea Toparowshs, Darin Coorge. Lori lasmidinesdo. lan Mosrison, Klsss Kubn, De. Laura
Bruws, Mayor Russ Foerest. The Hosoursble David Asderson. Devisd Stade, De. Devid Frocse. sk und
Fluws Warking Gruge wreat, Chen Apens, Tam Kalcbyska, Mike McCulloch. lames Crang, Jaro
Secoot. Purher fefcrson. Steve Ballic. Kate Miller, Kevin Polien, Brian Howle. Deve Lisdoay, Dua Closson,
Wil Jansen, Joe Suysell Chris Morely, Kenzle Outibert. Cratg Wighoman, Eric Mardell, Ray Demsrcha
N Crandall, Wéf Luodhe, hes Morrion, Genevieve Singhosen | Brmund Duggan | Rick lirpan. Water
Quality snd Estunrine Health Working Grouge Tun Kalchyski. Deb Epps. Lorl lanoadinardo, Kate
Miller, Stacey Sows, Rodger Wunsce, Graham Cidden, Wilh lazsen, Ksi Rietsel, Goodf Strong, Jim Cond
Eluseth Baikcy. Dave Peeikaden. ey Demarchi. Rigariss Health Working Groage Hesther Frictusd
Dave Poletr, Dom Closson, James Cralg, Leroy Van Wesren, Man Adkinsem, Diana Gusdoron, Ohristing
. Dave Lindsry. Chen Stceger. K fuctsel, Dand Stade, Parker Aeffenson, Chastal Newvsun, ks
won, Ties Kadchiysli, Sean Womg, Cheis Moscly. Watershed 10 - Outrench and ¥ "
Warking Gresgs Oty Wikon, Gene Singheson, Jane Kildel, Shart Willmon, Michelle Staples
Elizabeth Bailey. Parker Jefforon. Bob Crasdall Ohassal Newsras, Kion Lagimodiere. Lot basssclisando,
Judy StaSord Water Comservation ( Rullenge Gewap: Davad Slade. Shaun ChaaPure. Donsa Michee
Domna Mermiosh, Todd Bherigaon, Nagé Rizk, Kevin Gobdfuw, il Stater. Lucas Preis, liriss Derison,
Kt Miller, Dana Thome, Jeff Mucre, Sachelle Geneas. Local Business Spamsors: Catalyst, Pabsbc and
Privane Workers of Canadia (PPWC) Local 2 - Catatyst Mill, Thasher Went, BC Aquifer. Wesrs Stovedorng
Black Jack Sweeps aad Services, Dritwell Enterprises. Town of Lake Cowichan. Cratg Street Boow Pub,
Vince. Ote Comichas, Jave Workd Resl

Canadisn Sepervore, Adam's Tarp N Tood, Country Geocer. Rod's Asto Glass nd Upbolwery

BG== Canadii #Zcvro (B)

www.cowichanwatershedboard

Jukes o0 the Lake. Cowichas Villey Cirusen, Cowichan V

Every good deed, every positive act, helps t

The light will return to this part
world and the days will get longe
we must act to make our lives bri
The “passionate intensity” (or may!
banal indifference to suffering) of
who would impose misery on ma
the benefit of the few may be little
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Rain Harvester Proﬁles

< Partnership with the Cowichan Valley Citizen

Capture the Rain: Underground
cistern helps expand gardens

Cowichan's Capture the Rain
Part 111

The Cowichan Wasershed
Boand is shuwig this veries of
profiles on kandowwers n owr
rvkown whe are doung their part
T peepaive for Comichon's clrg-
feeg cliwate by cupeuring rain.
Frow sl cistorny 1o ivviga-
tion ponds. vack is collecting
ruimnider to swpploment thew
ganden or farm sceds in the fice
of mcrearamg suveer deong e
Mere mfr @t www comichamwn-
terchallenge ca

Raim Harvesters: Sandy
McPherson & Alan Philip
Who they are: On their mural
m North Cowichan
m’ cPherson and Alan
Phap are contmually woeking so-
wands bow-asgpuct bvang. They sec
carfy adopen of walcr-wine gas-
dening, supplemast their home
energy use with solar pancls, and
Colloct ruinwirler for thear gurden

Imgatioe
Why they collect ralawater:
Sandy and Al are avid gar-
emers and growe e nasch of thew

tank and stuased it on the low-
ot aspect of thesr property. The
tank caprures the poof run-off
from two dowaspouts and has
two lovels of filtration. There's
minemal mamtosmoe other tham
» monrthiy Clesmary of & mion -

in, which s much faster than |
they weee 1o use a hose {rom thes
well. The adided boo of thisio

Blation wins th the e

over the Cistern crested a naturs
outdoos patio. They built 4 pos
gola over it and plasad fruite.
Vines it the posts, for sunsser e

tertaining.
Wards of Water Windon:
Sanxty and Alan Mghly recom
mend cogruring cun as it heip
o dovelop a coesarvation mind
st and an awsreness of you

(apture the Rain part 4: Collectlon tank DIY

1“\("&!-

J\t(-sh ot Bav
e dhving Mir wvies of profilex

BT A e oTimatee pealy
s b ol ting rudveaave fw
N = Lt
s s B S o ey
wwvency dhwagien Mosr s o
D

Wi Flarwater bk snd o
ey

T o bt € TR, PP
o

Wl o ey Mo aoo) S
vy

B by sdugrag e Empect
wdatame 1o wirental i

Senar o debe o mnkch thor

Paul Gala — fnl}wu-n—t-w L Yo N

e wah pas ohppeas and
oy Makawyg avsead ants
Corpe et s 1 B wd. acung
a0 ket 30 poote (e sl
Soren Kank cad &0 ey saver
e Adbbtanmeld, Vo chip oF
o thews oy pravags pleceg O
g o e bodnen of rened par-
den bods The chuge cffoctovedy st
- paag 1 Sekd wats et
can be deawn wp by the plasts
.

Abn and Sannn wwe ven Navih
Comivhans swanipul woie
e Nt ey e crmcnrred
shost the effecty of et
change s bk by v
wely

ek 1) yours age foe pamon um
Boba s« irtiond plamber s
# wan 2 cavy INY svsalieton

Wiy By cullet radeeatie
Soanat ana’ Al smninond e e
g e ) U et b e
e
wn s 4 Phew g b hent
“Faest of ol 0 Troe™ Sunan

n “Who dewett bbe ST
+ e the ovcem e st

- [
' e vy

vemmer monety and B e 4




2 JC

-

N

~ COWICHAN =

Additional Articles

VALLEY VOICE

Frequently in Cowichan
Valley Voice as well.

< Cowichan Valley Voice

Improving Resilience
Capture The Rain

up 15 tmes per month and will reduce
your water consumption by 27,000 hitres
per growing season. You can also add
additional barrels in series, connecting
them with PVC pip:

¢ 1o cssentially creatc

one holding tank from all of these barrels
Ensure your cOnnections are secure, S0
there are no leaks, Larger cisterns from
4,500 up to 22,000 litres are available fron
local tank suppliers, and are more efficient

bigger is better! Rainwater is a valuable
and free resource - what's not to love
about self-sufficiency?

Nora Arajs, Project
Lead - Capture the
Rain, Cowichan
Watershed Board

t's raming. The Cowichan
River is brimming, the
lawns arc lush, and the trees
are getting a deep soak. Bur

; The 1t

Nt

The CVRD

released a comprehensive
report in 2017, Climate
Projections for the Cowichan \

Valley, which provides
climate projections for the
region that illustrate the
dramatic changes we can expect in years to come.
The report predicts, “the amount of rain in summer is
expected (o decrease by 17%, and the duration of dryv
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J COWICHAN TRIBES
NEWSLETTER

Would like to get better at submitting.
Goal for 2018.




