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Why a Target for Riparian 

Habitats? 
 

• Riparian areas border lakes, rivers, streams and other 

bodies of water. 

 

  

 

 



Why a Target for Riparian 

Habitats? 
 

• Cover a small % of the watershed BUT are critical for 
ecological and human wellbeing: 

 

• Filter sediments & enhance water quality, 

 

• Stabilize banks & mitigate flooding & erosion impacts, 

 

• Store water & contribute to late season flow & aquifer 
recharge,  

 

• Cool water temperatures & support fish populations, 

  

• Provide habitat/food and corridors for fish/wildlife 

 



Why a Target for Riparian 

Habitats? 
 

• Riparian habitats in the watershed are significantly 

impacted by : 

• Storm water management  

• Transportation corridors 

• Vegetation removal  

• Sewage/septic fields 

• Agricultural practices 

• Invasive species 

 



Why a Target for Riparian 

Habitats? 
 

• Riparian habitats in the watershed are not well protected 

because: 

 

• Current regulatory frame work is diffuse, complicated, and 

poorly enforced  

 

• Much of the watershed is private land 

 

• Limited public understanding (valuing) of the importance of 

riparian habitat 

 



Riparian Habitats: Proposed 

Target 
 

We want to protect and enjoy Stream, River and Lake 

front habitats 

 

• X% increase in area of riparian habitats protected in 

watershed by 2021. 

 

• Y% riparian habitats restored/enhanced and at or in 

process of achieving healthy condition by 2021. 

 



Action Plan – Increasing 

Protected Riparian Area 
 

June 2012: Inventory/classify status of riparian habitat  

 

September 2012: Develop acquisition plan 

• Determine the feasibility, alternatives & set priorities for 

securing lands. 

• Confirm appropriate target. 

• Establish a formal partnership to spearhead the initiative. 

 

March 2013: Seek/secure funds 

 

Ongoing to 2021: Execute plan 

(All of the above subject to available funds) 

 



Action plan – Restoring Damaged 

Riparian Areas 
 

June 2012 – Inventory and classify status of riparian habitat 

 

September 2012: Develop restoration plan 

• Identify practical restoration options & set priorities for 

restoration/enhancement 

• Determine appropriate target 

• Establish formal partnership to spearhead initiative 

 

March 2013 and ongoing to 2021: 

• Seek/secure multi-year restoration funding based on priorities. 

• Ongoing plan implementation 

(All of the above subject to available funds) 

 

 



Complementary Activities 

• Education – led by local stewardship groups 

• Realtors 

• Riparian ambassadors 

• new home owner welcome wagon 

• pamphlets 

• youth outreach 

 

• Compliance and Enforcement 

• Encourage establishment of protocol between responsible 
agencies to promote coordinated, focused, simple effective 
approach to compliance and enforcement 

• Encourage CVRD to enhance compliance and enforcement 
capacity (determine any issues around levying fines) 
 

 

 

  

 



Key Ingredients for Moving 

Forward 
 

• Strong partnerships and collaboration: 

• Cowichan Tribes, and Local Govts. 

• Estuary Management Steering Committee 

• Provincial and federal ministries 

• Private Forest Companies, farmers, developers 

• Local NGOs and others e.g. Living Rivers, Nature 

Conservancy, DU 

• Leadership at all levels 

• Long term commitment 

• Significant investments (much friend and fund 

raising required) 

 

 

 

 



Moving Forward 

• Working Group established 

• Strong leadership at lake 

• Great cooperation 

• Funding requested for 

inventory/prioritization education 

initiatives 

• Need leader re compliance protocol 

among regulators 

• Need to encourage CVRD to 

bolster enforcement capacity 

• Land acquisition will be costly 

 



Thank you 


